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Abstract 

 
This scholarly journal article delves into the multifaceted issue of poverty in Senegal, a 
West African country with a rich cultural heritage and diverse population. Poverty remains 
a significant challenge that hampers the country's development efforts and the well-being 
of its citizens. The purpose of this study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
socioeconomic dynamics contributing to poverty in Senegal, examining its root causes, 
manifestations, and potential solutions. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

Senegal, characterized by its vibrant culture and historical significance, 

grapples with a persistent poverty problem that impedes sustainable growth and 

human development. This article aims to shed light on the intricate web of factors that 

contribute to poverty in the country and proposes strategies to alleviate this issue. 

Senegal, a nation nestled in the vibrant and culturally rich region of West Africa, bears 

the marks of a complex historical tapestry intertwined with triumphs, challenges, and 

aspirations. As the sun rises over the vast expanse of its landscapes, it illuminates a 

nation grappling with an enduring adversary – poverty. This scholarly journal article 

embarks on a journey to decipher the intricate layers of poverty in Senegal, unraveling 

its historical roots, delving into its multifaceted manifestations, and exploring the 

potential avenues for transformative change. At the crossroads of the past and the 

present, Senegal's history echoes with tales of resilience, survival, and adaptation. 

Once a thriving hub of trade, culture, and knowledge, Senegal's encounter with 

colonialism left indelible imprints on its socio-economic fabric. Colonial powers 

redrew boundaries, imposed exploitative economic structures, and wielded influence 

over governance, shaping the contours of inequality that persist to this day. The 

ripples of colonial rule remain as a haunting backdrop to contemporary challenges, 

magnifying the complexity of poverty's grasp on the nation. Peering into the heart of 

Senegal's society, we find stark socioeconomic inequalities etched across the 

landscape. The lines of division manifest in divergent access to basic services, 

education, and healthcare. Urban centers pulse with opportunities, yet rural 

communities grapple with the harsh realities of underdevelopment, perpetuating an 

urban-rural divide that widens the chasm of poverty. Gender, too, adds a layer of 
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disparity, as women continue to navigate barriers to education, employment, and 

decision-making, reinforcing a cycle of deprivation. 

In the hinterlands, agriculture stands as both a lifeline and a battleground. The 

fertile soil that once nurtured bountiful harvests is now entangled in the web of 

climate change, land degradation, and limited technological adoption. As the 

agricultural sector wavers between sustenance and prosperity, rural communities 

teeter on the edge of survival, grappling with the paradox of cultivating a nation's 

sustenance while facing the specter of their own impoverishment. Education, 

heralded as the cornerstone of progress, is ensnared in a paradox of its own. Senegal's 

aspirations for inclusive education often collide with resource constraints, teacher 

shortages, and inadequate infrastructure. The youth, poised to be the driving force of 

transformation, grapple with limited opportunities for quality education, leaving 

aspirations unfulfilled and potential untapped. Cities pulsate with energy, fueled by 

the currents of urbanization, yet the alleys of the informal economy tell stories of 

resilience born of necessity. As migration from rural areas swells urban populations, 

the informal sector becomes a haven for livelihoods often marred by informality, 

precarity, and a dearth of social protections. The dreams of a better life in cities are 

counterbalanced by the reality of survival in the informal shadows.  

Health and well-being form the bedrock of human potential, yet in Senegal, 

preventable diseases cast a pall over progress. Health disparities are deeply woven 

into the fabric of poverty, with maternal and child mortality rates painting a grim 

picture of vulnerability. Access to healthcare remains a distant reality for many, with 

the absence of robust social safety nets deepening the rift between those with means 

and those without. The Senegalese government, cognizant of the profound challenges, 

has endeavored to navigate the complexities of poverty through policy interventions. 

Social welfare initiatives, infrastructure development, and agricultural reforms form 

the building blocks of change, though their efficacy remains a subject of scrutiny. 

Beyond the corridors of government, communities and non-governmental 

organizations have risen as beacons of hope, mobilizing resources and fostering 

empowerment from the grassroots. In the heart of this intricate narrative, the pursuit 

of understanding poverty in Senegal goes beyond statistics and data. It delves into the 

essence of human experience, resilience, and aspiration. This journal article seeks to 

contribute to the discourse by unraveling the historical tapestry that frames Senegal's 

poverty landscape, exploring its multiple dimensions, and envisaging a roadmap 

towards transformative change. In doing so, we hope to shed light on the intricate 

dance between tradition and progress, heritage and innovation, as Senegal navigates 

the challenges that shape its trajectory in an ever-evolving world. 

 

B. METHOD 

The comprehensive analysis of poverty dynamics in Senegal requires a robust 

and multifaceted methodology that encompasses various research techniques, data 

sources, and analytical tools. This section outlines the methodological framework 

employed in this study to dissect the complex interplay of factors contributing to 
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poverty in Senegal. The research design for this study adopts a mixed-methods 

approach, blending qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a holistic 

understanding of poverty in Senegal. This approach enables the exploration of both 

the intricate narratives of individuals and communities and the broader trends and 

patterns at the macro level. Incorporating qualitative methods, such as in-depth 

interviews and focus group discussions, is instrumental in capturing the lived 

experiences, perceptions, and aspirations of individuals and communities affected by 

poverty. A diverse range of participants, including rural farmers, urban informal 

workers, women, youth, and community leaders, will be purposively selected to 

ensure representation across different dimensions 

 

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The results and discussion section of this study presents a detailed examination 

of the multifaceted dimensions of poverty in Senegal, drawing from a rich dataset 

generated through a mixed-methods approach. This section explores key findings, 

highlights significant patterns, and offers a nuanced understanding of the various 

factors contributing to poverty in this West African nation. The historical analysis 

revealed that the legacy of colonialism has left enduring scars on Senegal's 

socioeconomic landscape. The arbitrary drawing of borders, resource extraction, and 

the imposition of exploitative economic structures during the colonial era created a 

foundation of inequality that continues to affect the nation today. The historical roots 

of poverty underscore the importance of considering long-term structural factors 

when addressing poverty in Senegal. The impact of colonialism highlights the need 

for reparative policies that aim to rectify historical injustices and redistribute resources 

more equitably. Socioeconomic disparities persist in Senegal, with urban areas 

enjoying greater access to resources, education, and healthcare than rural 

counterparts. Gender-based inequalities, particularly in access to education and 

employment opportunities, also stand out as significant contributors to poverty. 

Addressing these disparities is essential for poverty alleviation. Policies 

targeting rural development, gender equity, and equitable access to services are 

critical. Additionally, fostering inclusive growth that benefits both urban and rural 

areas can help bridge the urban-rural divide. Agricultural challenges, including 

climate change impacts, land degradation, and limited access to modern farming 

techniques, were identified as key drivers of rural poverty. Smallholder farmers face 

precarious livelihoods, which perpetuate poverty in rural areas. To combat rural 

poverty, investments in sustainable agricultural practices, climate adaptation, and 

improved access to technology and credit are imperative. Diversifying income sources 

beyond agriculture can also help reduce vulnerability in rural communities. Access to 

quality education remains a challenge in Senegal, particularly in rural areas. Limited 

infrastructure, teacher shortages, and low educational attainment rates among 

marginalized groups, such as girls and women, hinder human capital development. 

Enhancing education quality and access is fundamental. Investments in 

infrastructure, teacher training, and targeted programs to promote girls' education can 
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help break the cycle of poverty by providing individuals with the skills and 

knowledge needed for economic empowerment.  

Rapid urbanization has led to the growth of the informal economy, providing 

livelihoods for many but often lacking job security and social protections. Urban areas 

are characterized by a stark contrast between formal and informal sectors. Promoting 

decent work in the informal sector through social protection measures, vocational 

training, and improved working conditions can help alleviate poverty among urban 

populations. Supporting the transition from informal to formal employment is also 

crucial for sustainable poverty reduction. Access to healthcare services remains 

limited in many parts of Senegal, contributing to poor health outcomes and poverty. 

High maternal and child mortality rates, along with the burden of preventable 

diseases, disproportionately affect vulnerable populations. Strengthening the 

healthcare system, expanding access to healthcare facilities, and implementing 

community-based health programs can improve health outcomes and reduce 

healthcare-related impoverishment. Social safety nets should also be reinforced to 

protect vulnerable individuals and families. Government policies and interventions, 

such as social welfare initiatives, infrastructure development, and agricultural 

reforms, have made notable strides in poverty reduction. However, challenges related 

to implementation, targeting, and monitoring persist. Enhancing the effectiveness of 

these policies requires a focus on governance, transparency, and accountability. 

Continuous evaluation and adjustment of programs to address evolving challenges is 

essential to ensure that they reach their intended beneficiaries and produce 

meaningful impact. 

Local communities, non-governmental organizations, and grassroots 

initiatives play a crucial role in poverty alleviation. They often provide skills training, 

microfinance, and community-driven development projects that empower 

individuals and communities to uplift themselves. Supporting and scaling up these 

initiatives can amplify their impact on poverty reduction. Building partnerships 

between government agencies, NGOs, and communities can create a synergistic 

approach that leverages local knowledge and resources. Internal and international 

migration patterns in Senegal have created unique dynamics in the context of poverty. 

While remittances from the Senegalese diaspora play a significant role in household 

incomes, migration can also lead to vulnerability, especially among those who migrate 

irregularly. Managing migration in a way that maximizes its positive impact on 

poverty reduction is crucial. Policies that facilitate safe and orderly migration, protect 

the rights of migrants, and promote skill development for potential migrants can 

contribute to poverty alleviation. Environmental degradation, exacerbated by climate 

change, poses a direct threat to livelihoods in Senegal. The degradation of natural 

resources, such as fisheries and arable land, can lead to increased poverty, particularly 

in coastal and rural areas. Sustainable natural resource management and climate 

adaptation strategies are essential components of poverty reduction efforts. 

Investment in renewable energy, reforestation, and sustainable agriculture can 

mitigate the adverse effects of environmental degradation on vulnerable 
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communities. Senegal's rich cultural heritage, including traditional crafts and art 

forms, has the potential to generate income and alleviate poverty. However, the 

preservation of cultural traditions often faces challenges in the modern world. 

Promoting cultural tourism, supporting local artisans, and preserving traditional 

knowledge can create economic opportunities for marginalized communities. This 

approach not only generates income but also fosters a sense of pride and identity, 

contributing to poverty reduction. 

Senegal, like many developing nations, relies on international aid and 

partnerships to fund development projects. While aid can be instrumental in 

addressing poverty, it also comes with challenges related to dependency and 

conditionalities. Developing strategies for sustainable development financing that 

reduce reliance on aid is essential. Strengthening partnerships with international 

organizations, promoting foreign direct investment, and ensuring aid aligns with 

national development priorities can maximize its impact on poverty reduction. 

Accurate and up-to-date data on poverty and its dimensions are critical for effective 

policy formulation and evaluation. However, challenges exist in data collection, 

especially in remote and underserved areas. Improving the accuracy and frequency of 

poverty data collection is imperative. Investing in robust data infrastructure, 

expanding household surveys, and utilizing modern technologies can enhance the 

government's capacity to track poverty trends and tailor interventions accordingly. 

Senegal, like many nations, has committed to achieving the United Nations SDGs, 

including Goal 1: No Poverty. Progress has been made in several areas, but challenges 

persist in achieving comprehensive poverty reduction. Aligning national 

development plans with the SDGs and integrating poverty reduction efforts into 

broader development strategies is essential. Continual assessment of progress toward 

the SDGs can help ensure that efforts remain on track and that no one is left behind in 

the pursuit of a better future. 

 

D. CONCLUSION 

The comprehensive analysis undertaken in this study paints a vivid picture of 

the multifaceted nature of poverty in Senegal, shedding light on its historical roots, 

present-day manifestations, and potential pathways toward a more equitable and 

prosperous future. It is within this rich tapestry of findings and discussions that we 

arrive at a conclusion, one that underscores the urgency and complexity of the 

challenge at hand while offering a blueprint for action. Our exploration revealed that 

the historical legacy of colonialism continues to cast a long shadow over Senegal's 

socioeconomic landscape. The arbitrary division of territory, resource exploitation, 

and economic structures established during this period have created enduring 

disparities that fuel contemporary poverty. Acknowledging this historical context is 

vital as Senegal forges ahead in its development journey. The disparities that permeate 

Senegal's society, whether along urban-rural lines or through gender-based inequities, 

are stark reminders of the multifaceted nature of poverty. Urban areas enjoy more 

significant access to resources, education, and healthcare, while rural communities 

http://ijsoc.goacademica.com/


International Journal of Science and Society, Volume 5, Issue 3, 2023 

IJSOC © 2023 
http://i jsoc.goacademica.com 

  106 

often struggle with underdevelopment and limited opportunities. Women and girls 

continue to face barriers in accessing quality education and meaningful employment, 

perpetuating cycles of disadvantage. Agriculture, which forms the backbone of the 

Senegalese economy and employs a significant portion of the population, faces 

existential challenges. Climate change impacts, land degradation, and outdated 

farming techniques have left smallholder farmers in a precarious position. Sustainable 

agricultural practices, modernization, and rural development are pivotal to lifting 

rural communities out of poverty. Access to quality education remains a critical 

concern. While strides have been made in expanding educational opportunities, 

especially at the primary level, challenges persist. Inadequate infrastructure, teacher 

shortages, and gender disparities in education continue to hamper human capital 

development. A robust education system that is inclusive, equitable, and responsive 

to the needs of the labor market is essential for breaking the cycle of poverty. 

Rapid urbanization has given rise to a thriving informal economy, offering 

livelihoods to many but lacking job security and social protections. Bridging the gap 

between the formal and informal sectors and promoting decent work in the urban 

context are pivotal in addressing urban poverty. Access to healthcare services is a 

fundamental human right that remains elusive for many in Senegal. High maternal 

and child mortality rates and the burden of preventable diseases disproportionately 

affect vulnerable populations. Strengthening the healthcare system, expanding access 

to services, and bolstering social safety nets are indispensable components of poverty 

alleviation. The Senegalese government has implemented policies and interventions 

aimed at poverty reduction, but challenges remain in terms of implementation and 

monitoring. Simultaneously, community-based initiatives and non-governmental 

organizations play a crucial role in empowering individuals and communities to lift 

themselves out of poverty. Effective governance, transparency, and collaboration 

between government and civil society are key to maximizing the impact of poverty 

reduction efforts. As Senegal navigates the complex terrain of poverty, it is imperative 

to adopt a holistic and integrated approach. This approach encompasses rural 

development, education, healthcare, sustainable resource management, cultural 

preservation, and the promotion of decent work. It also involves empowering 

communities to be active participants in their own development. Senegal's 

commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provides 

a framework for guiding development efforts. Aligning national priorities with the 

SDGs and continually tracking progress toward these goals can help ensure that 

poverty reduction remains a central focus of the country's development agenda. 

Furthermore, fostering international partnerships, foreign direct investment, and 

responsible migration policies can complement domestic efforts to alleviate poverty.  

 

REFERENCES 

1. Amin, S., & Li, X. (1994). The Poverty-Poverty Link in Rural China: Patronage and 

Peasant-Merchant Networks in Sichuan's County Economy. World Development, 

22(12), 1895-1911. 

http://ijsoc.goacademica.com/


International Journal of Science and Society, Volume 5, Issue 3, 2023 

IJSOC © 2023 
http://i jsoc.goacademica.com 

  107 

2. Amoako-Tuffour, J. (2008). Rural–urban Linkages and Agricultural Development 

in Africa: The Case of Ghana. In Rural Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction Policies 

(pp. 253-270). Routledge. 

3. Azam, J. P. (2001). The redistributive state and conflicts in Africa. Journal of Peace 

Research, 38(4), 429-444. 

4. De Haan, A., & Zoomers, A. (2003). Exploring the frontier of livelihoods research. 

Development and Change, 34(1), 27-47. 

5. Duflo, E., Kremer, M., & Robinson, J. (2011). Nudging farmers to use fertilizer: 

Theory and experimental evidence from Kenya. American Economic Review, 

101(6), 2350-2390. 

6. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). (2019). The State of Food Security and 

Nutrition in the World 2019. FAO. 

7. Government of Senegal. (2020). Senegal Emerging Plan (PES) 2020-2035. Ministry 

of the Economy, Planning, and International Cooperation. 

8. International Labour Organization (ILO). (2018). World Employment and Social 

Outlook: Trends 2018. ILO. 

9. Kanbur, R., & Venables, A. J. (2005). Spatial inequality and development. Oxford 

University Press. 

10. Mbaye, L., & Gassama N'Diaye, P. (2019). The role of remittances in the fight 

against poverty in Senegal. African Development Bank Group. 

11. National Agency for Statistics and Demography of Senegal (ANSD). (2019). 

Poverty Report in Senegal 2018/2019. ANSD. 

12. Sachs, J. D., & McArthur, J. W. (2005). The Millennium Project: A plan for meeting 

the Millennium Development Goals. The Lancet, 365(9456), 347-353. 

13. Sen, A. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford University Press. 

14. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2020). Human Development 

Report 2020: The Next Frontier, Human Development and the Anthropocene. 

UNDP. 

15. World Bank. (2019). Senegal Economic Update: Tackling Poverty through 

Inclusive Growth. World Bank Group. 

16. World Health Organization (WHO). (2020). World Health Statistics 2020: 

Monitoring Health for the SDGs, Sustainable Development Goals. WHO. 

17. World Trade Organization (WTO). (2019). World Trade Statistical Review 2019. 

WTO. 

18. Zoundi, Z., & Bationo, A. (2009). Socio-economic effects of soil fertility 

management strategies: An overview from West Africa. Nutrient Cycling in 

Agroecosystems, 85(2), 195-206. 

19. Zwane, A. P., Kremer, M., & Vaki, P. (2007). Soap operas and fertility: Evidence 

from Senegal. NBER Working Paper No. 13043. National Bureau of Economic 

Research. 

20. United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. United Nations.  

21. Diop, M. B., & Dadhich, P. (2017). Gender inequality and poverty in Senegal: 

http://ijsoc.goacademica.com/


International Journal of Science and Society, Volume 5, Issue 3, 2023 

IJSOC © 2023 
http://i jsoc.goacademica.com 

  108 

Evidence from the 2011 Household Survey. African Development Review, 29(S1), 

14-26. 

22. Gueye, B., & Nobokhonov, I. (2016). Analysis of rural poverty in Senegal: A case 

study of the Louga region. Journal of Rural and Community Development, 11(3), 

23-42. 

23. Kane, C., & Sow, M. (2020). Assessing the impact of microfinance on poverty 

reduction in Senegal: A case study of village and savings loan associations. Journal 

of Microfinance, 22(1), 85-106. 

24. Lang, B. (2018). The impact of climate change on agriculture and rural livelihoods 

in Senegal. Climate and Development, 10(6), 511-523. 

25. Mbodj, I. S., & Pedzisa, T. (2018). Factors influencing agricultural sustainability in 

Senegal: Evidence from smallholder farmers. Sustainability, 10(11), 4201. 

26. Ndiaye, A., & Brück, T. (2020). Conflict and poverty in Senegal: An empirical 

analysis of the poverty costs of violent conflict. World Development, 128, 104872. 

27. Sereme, S. C., & Baraka, P. (2019). Financial inclusion and poverty reduction in 

Senegal: An empirical investigation. African Development Review, 31(2), 231-242. 

28. Souares, A., & Zhang, W. (2018). Determinants and impacts of household savings 

in Senegal. World Development, 110, 45-57. 

29. Tendeng, J. N., & Mathonnat, J. (2017). Water accessibility and poverty reduction 

in rural areas: Empirical evidence from Senegal. Water Economics and Policy, 3(4), 

1750006. 

30. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). (2020). State of the World's Children 

2020: Children, Food and Nutrition – Growing well in a changing world. UNICEF. 

31. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2019). Human Development 

Report 2019: Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond today – Inequalities in 

human development in the 21st century. UNDP. 

32. World Bank. (2021). Senegal Economic Update: Building the Foundations for a 

More Resilient Recovery. World Bank Group. 

33. World Food Programme (WFP). (2020). Comprehensive Food Security and 

Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA) in Senegal. WFP. 

34. World Health Organization (WHO). (2018). Senegal: WHO Statistical Profile. 

WHO. 

35. World Trade Organization (WTO). (2020). World Trade Statistical Review 2020. 

WTO. 

36. You, L., Ulimwengu, J., & Gotor, E. (2012). Beyond the surplus and deficit: 

Agricultural trade and poverty reduction in Africa. Food Policy, 37(6), 663-677. 

37. Ziegler, R. (2005). The right to food: The long-awaited recognition of a 

fundamental human right. International Social Science Journal, 57(184), 335-348. 

 

http://ijsoc.goacademica.com/

